
THE 

ARK VALLEY 

CROSSROADS 

A PUBLICATION OF 

THE WICHITA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

A SUPPORT GROUP TO THE WICHITA PUBLIC LIBRARY 

P.O. BOX 3705 

WICHITA, KS 67201-3705 

ISSN: 1075-4520 

VOLUME 26, NO. 4 

October 2015 



THE WICHITA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
A Support Group to The Wichita Public Library 

P.O. Box 3705 /  Wichita, KS 67201-3705 

2015 OFFICERS AND CHAIRPERSONS 

MEMBERSHIP 

Membership in W. G. S. is open to anyone interested in genealogy and family history research.    Yearly dues will begin 

the month your check is received. Individual dues are $20.00 per year, with each additional household member $10.00. 

Dues for organizations and institutions are $20.00.  Members will be issued membership cards IF a SASE is sent with 

their dues.  Members will receive The Ark Valley Crossroads along with notices of special events, classes, workshops and 

activities pertaining to genealogy.  Please notify the society as soon as possible when you anticipate an address change or 

change your email address.  Send your mailing label and your new address, including Zip + 4 to W. G. S. Attn: Member-

ship/ PO Box 3705/ Wichita, KS 67201-3705, so your mailings will be uninterrupted.  Please include your current mail & email 

address when corresponding with WGS.  You may also submit this information to membership@wichitagensoc.org 
 

MEETINGS 
Regular meetings are held at 1:00 p.m. on the third Saturday of February, May, August, and November.  Locations may vary 

and will be announced one month prior to the meeting. 
 

PURPOSE AND POLICIES 
W.G.S. is a not-for-profit organization whose purpose is to facilitate the gathering of genealogical and family history infor-
mation for the researcher and to support the Local History and Genealogy Department of the Wichita Public Library.  
 
Editorial Policy:  The Ark Valley Crossroads is published four times a year (beginning with the April, 1993 issue) in January, 
April, July, and October.  Past issues may be purchased as long as they are available at $3.25 per issue ($4.00 for those which 

require mailing).  The material in The Crossroads does not necessarily reflect the views of the Wichita Public Library, the 
Wichita Genealogical Society, its principles or volunteers.  The officers and editorial surface are in no way liable for inconven-
ience or monetary loss to readers which may be the fault of recommendations made in articles.  Materials in this publication are 
compiled or collected by members and other interested persons.  We encourage submissions of articles and especially data per-
taining to Sedgwick County.  No material will be returned unless requested and accompanied by a SASE.  Submissions will be 
published on a space available basis.  Articles for publication may be sent to W.G.S. Attn: Editor, and will be subject to editing.  
W. G. S. and the editor will not be responsible for errors in this issue.  Corrections of proven errors will be published.  This 
publication is protected by copyright.  Information contained herein is not to be extracted for re-publication.  Original articles 

may be quoted without prior permission, however, credit to this publication is requested. 
 
Book Review Policy: We will be happy to review genealogical publications (currently in print and available for sale) upon 
receipt of a complimentary copy donated to the Wichita Public Library, 223 South Main Street, Wichita, KS 67202 
 
Query Policy:  Effective 01 April 1997, members queries will be published first and without cost.  Non-member queries will be 
published on receipt of $2.00 per query.  They should be typed or clearly hand printed without abbreviations and should be brief 
and to the point.  Each query should be on a separate page and must include your name, postal address and e-mail address (if 
applicable).  The Query Editor and staff is not responsible for accuracy of queries and reserves the right to edit the text.  Queries 

may be sent to W.G.S. Attn: Research Requests 
 
Quarterly Exchange Policy:  We encourage the exchange of quarterly publications with other societies and organizations 
throughout the United States as a means of sharing and expanding our knowledge in the pursuit of genealogy.  Exchange inquir-
ies may be sent to W. G. S. Attn: Library Exchanges 
 
Gifts, Acquisitions & Donations:   We welcome donations of genealogical material.  That which is suitable for use in The 
Crossroads will be published as appropriate.  Suitable books and reference material will be placed in the Genealogy Section of 

Wichita Public Library for optimum access by researchers.  To arrange a gift or donations, write W. G. S. Attn:  President. 
 
Research Policy:  One hour of limited research will be performed by members of W. G. S. upon receipt of a $5.00 donation to 
the society.  If additional, or in-depth research, is required, a list of qualified area researchers will be provided upon request. 

President                         Tracy Tauber 
Vice President                          Helen Cole 
Secretary                        Kathie Butler 
Treasurer                         Rosie Wiley 

Registrar             Phyllis Schanbacker 
Web Master               Sage Joyner / Gary Clark 
Trips Director    Linda King/ Rosie Wiley 
WPL Liaison                          Jim Byrum 
AVC Editors Kathie Butler / Linda King  

Postal Recorder                 Jo Cahill 
Publicity           Teresa Hixon 
Research Requests        Marilyn Small 
Publication Exchanges           Terri Tasker 

Historian           Kaye Hamlin 
Education  Virginia Downing 
Genealogy Librarian       Michelle Enke 
Special Projects      Claudia Vickery 
Hospitality          Kaye Hamlin 



Table of Contents 

2016 WGS Board Nominees…………………………………………………...……………...………...…….4 

From the Editors Desk………………….…….…………………………...……..…….……...……….………4 

From the President’s Desk ..………...………………………….……………………….….….……….……..5 

Quarterly Meetings.....……………………..…………………...……..…………...………………..…....……6 

WGS New Website…………………………………………….…………...….............................…………...7 

Looking for Connections—Query……………………………………………...…………………..………….7 

From Four to Thousands—Rosie Wiley ….…...…………………………………...……..…..………………8 

“Peopling the Plains”- Book Review—Gary Clark………………………………………………...…………9 

What is Descendancy Research?—Linda King...…...…………………………………...…………………...10 

Never Give Up on a Difficult Ancestor—Dave Obee……………………………..…..………………..11—12 

Did You Know?.....…………………………...………………..…………..…...……….….....……………...12 

Deadly Deceases—The Ancestors that “Could Have Been”—Linda King...……….………..………...13—16 

A Bit of Humor—Cleaning Mother’s House……………………..……………....…………….....……17—18 

Lived Hard in Pioneer Days………………………………………………….………………………...…….19 

Wichita Public Library Acquisitions……………………………...……………….……........................20—25 

Mark These Dates ……………………………………………………...………..…...……...…..……….......26 
 

Surnames…...………………………………………………………………………….…..….…...………....27 

Ark Valley Crossroads 
Volume 26                                                                                         Number 4 

 Don’t forget to check our webpage—http://www.wichitagensoc.org 

Like us on Facebook:  Wichita Genealogical Society 



Page 4                                                                                                      The Ark Valley Crossroads, Vol. 26, No. 4, October 2015  

From the Editor’s Desk 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR WGS MEMBERS 

In January 2016 WGS will transition to sending the Ark Valley Crossroads via email rather 

than through the US Postal Service.  This decision is based on the results of our recent survey 

that the majority of our members would prefer the digital version.  We understand there 

are those of you who do not have email access, don’t like to read newsletters on a computer 

screen or just want a copy to hold in your hands. IF you prefer to receive a printed copy, 

please contact WGS Attn: Membership/ PO Box 3705/ Wichita, KS 67201-3705 or email 

us (membership@wichitagensoc.org).  Please include your name, mailing address, zip+4 

in your correspondence.  We will continue to print a limited number of copies for our  

Exchanges with other Societies and for those who prefer a hard-copy for their reference 

library. 

 

Why should WGS go digital?  Of course, rising postage & printing costs are obvious reasons. 

But you as a member also benefit.  The on-line / PDF email versions will include color 

pictures vs the black/white pictures in the printed copy.  You will get it faster—no bent 

edges from the postal machines—no ‘getting lost’ in the mail system—you can print out 

only the pages you want to keep in your file—you can save information to your computer 

for easy reference.  As a member you will also be able to view the quarterly on-line at the 

new, improved website http://www.wichitagensoc.org.  You will need Adobe Reader in-

stalled on your computer, if you don’t already have it.  Visit  https://get.adobe.com/reader 

to download the program. 

2016 WGS Officer Nominations 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

These people have been nominated to serve on the 2016 WGS Board 

Voting will take place at the 2015 November Quarterly Meeting 

At that time additional names may be nominated and included in the voting process 

President                       Marilyn Small 
Vice President                   Helen Cole 

Secretary                         Kathie Butler 

Treasurer                            Rosie Wiley 
Registrar              Phyllis Schanbacher 



The Ark Valley Crossroads, Vol. 26, No.4, October 2015                                                                                                Page 5 

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK: 

“Preserving the Past for the Future” 

Hello, Everyone 
 

It's really hard to believe this is the last AVC for 2015 and the end of my term as President 

of WGS. Being President has been a wonderful learning experience. I've never served 

on a board for any organization and I've learned what it really takes to run an organiza-

tion of approx. 200 plus membership. Every WGS member plays a big part in keeping 

WGS sound. 
 

Believe me when I say its not just one person or a few who keeps an organization such 

as this running. A combination of elected board members, committee members and all 

members works hard to make Wichita Genealogical Society thrive. WGS members has 

a passion for Genealogy and are dedicated in keeping our organization alive and com-

mitted to “Preserving the Past for the Future”. 
 

Thank you to each board member who give their time and commitment in keeping 

WGS running smoothly. As President I witnessed first hand how hard you work together 

to make each meeting, conference and trips, fun, interesting and informative. 
 

No matter how long a person has been doing genealogy there is always something new 

to learn. Not just about your ancestor, but about history, DNA, research techniques and 

finding new friends. Being a member of WGS give us these opportunities. 
 

I wish the next President the very best of luck and I know for a fact he or she will join a 

great group of people and have the same positive experience I've had. 
 

I am close to retirement and life is taking a few turns, but my genealogy will still be a 

main focus and you will still see me at meetings, conferences and trips. 
 

We would not be a strong thriving organization without each of you coming to the 

meetings, classes, and conferences. 
 

Thank you for making my past 2 years as President a positive and fun experience! 

Tracy Tauber 

2015 President 

Become a member of Wichita Genealogical Society! 
What is included with the $20 membership fee? 

7 educational monthly meetings  Find out about new genealogy resources 
4 presentations by outside experts  Fellowship with other Ancestry Hunters 

Ark Valley Crossroads Newsletter  Research trips           

IT’S A BARGAIN! 
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 Wichita Genealogical Society 

Invites You to Join Us for Our Quarterly Meetings 
Lionel Alford Library, 3447 S. Meridian, Wichita KS 

 

November 21, 2015 @ 1:00 P. M. 
— Don Zook will present 

                             “Seagoing Cowboys” 
 

In the summer of 1946, a young 16-year-old Don Zook from 

Pawnee County, Kansas was one of thirty cowboys from throughout the 

United States who attended 840 bred mares as they were shipped across 

the Atlantic to Danzig, Poland.  From 1945 to 1947 hundreds of young 

mem sailed across the Atlantic with adventure upon their minds and a 

mission in their hearts.  Don Zook will share about the program that 

helped to bring relief to war-torn Europe. He will share an informative 

video, share about his own experiences and answer questions. 
 

Don and his spouse, Natalie, married for sixty years, have shared in the ministry in the 

United Methodist Church, moving around the Kansas West Conference.  In retirement they served in 

“International Churches Abroad” in such places as Bali, Belfast, Bogota, Brasilia, Durham and London 

in the United Kingdom 
 

Learn more at www.seagoingcowboys.com 

February 20, 2016 @ 1:00 P. M. 
— D. W. Carter will present 

              “Topeka’s Greatest Trial: The Brown v. Board of Education Story” 
 

In the fall of 1950, Oliver Brown tried to enroll his 7-year-old daughter, Lin-

da, at nearby Sumner Elementary, their neighborhood school, but she was re-

fused entrance because she was African American. This presentation tells the 

local story and events leading up to Brown’s involvement in the class action 

lawsuit, including direct testimony from the 1951 trial that was first argued 

in downtown Topeka. Participants will engage in a discussion about this and 

other events that eventually led to the desegregation of public schools across 

the nation.  

D.W. Carter is a Kansas author, military historian, and educator 
 

 

Topeka's Greatest Trial: The Brown vs Board of Education.is part of the 

Kansas Humanities Council’s Speakers Bureau. 
A non-profit organization promoting understanding of the history and ideas 

that shape our lives and strengthen our sense of community. 
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LOOKING FOR CONNECTIONS—Query 

I'm looking to see if I can find the connection to a match on GEDMatch.com in Wichita area 

who is related to the McCandless family of Hutchinson, which may fill in a hole in my family tree  

where my great-great grandmother (Anna Lavern Schroll) had 2 children, one of them my great-

grandmother, in her teens in Hutchinson before she was married. 

If it turns out not to be the link, at least it'll be useful to turn me around to go another route.  

If your have done DNA testing via 23andMe, Ancestry.com or FamilyTreeDNA on the McCandless 

family in Wichita, KS, could you please  e-mail me so we could compare DNA matches results.  

Jan Michael Steen       jmsteen@gmail.com 

Be sure you visit our new and improved website 

Same web address with lots of cool features 

Thank you to the team that has spent so much time 

building and training on the site 
 

If you have any questions or have trouble accessing it, 

please contact us at info@wichitagensoc.org 

 

Event 
Calendar 

Quick 

Start 

Guide 

WGS Info in 

one place 

Contact Us 

president@wichitagensoc.org 
membership@wichitagensoc.org 

webmaster@wichitagensoc.org 

publicity@wichitagensoc.org 

info@wichitagensoc.org 
research@wichitagensoc.org 

education@wichitagensoc.org 

trips@wichitagensoc.org 
conference@wichitagensoc.org  
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FROM FOUR TO THOUSANDS!! 
 

HI!  Let me introduce myself, my name is Rosetta Wiley but everyone knows me as “Rosie”.  I am 

currently the treasurer and trip co-coordinator for WGS.  How did I get involved in WGS you ask?  My first 

meeting I attended, in 2011, the President came up to me and asked if I would be interested in being on the 

Board as they were looking for a publicity chairman.  I have learned if you really want to get the most out 

of your membership you have to be active, so I of course said “Sure, I’ll try it.”  I’ve been on the WGS 

Board ever since and met many wonderful people.   
 

To tell you a little bit about myself, I am married with four boys, two daughters-in-law, and four 

grandchildren that are the light of my life.  I have a degree in accounting and have previously worked in the 

corporate accounting department of a vegetable packing plant in Wisconsin for many years and had worked 

for eleven years doing taxes for H&R Block.  Since moving back to Kansas, I run my own sewing business, 

and do genealogy for hire for those who want a little help.  I much prefer to be my own boss and I’m one 

that has to keep busy.   
 

So, you probably want to know how I got involved in genealogy.  My parents died when I was 

young and I had wonderful guardian parents who raised us.  I never knew any of my dad’s family and very 

few of my mom’s family.  When I was in my early twenties my father’s family located us and we were able 

to meet them all at a family reunion.  Now my dad came from a family of thirteen children and other than 

himself all were alive except for his oldest brother.  Each family had from four to twelve children each – 

quite overwhelming for someone who knew no one but her three siblings! My cousin had started the family 

history and was able to share pictures and stories.  This was awesome since I only had one picture each of 

my mom and dad.  I began to wonder where did our family originate and who else was out there that was 

related to me that I didn’t know.  I was hooked from that point on!!! 
 

I started attending all types of conferences and took online courses to learn everything I could about 

how to do genealogy.  I am still learning!  Shortly after meeting the family, we started moving around and 

gradually settled in Wisconsin.  There I joined the Manitowoc Genealogical Society and held several offices on 

their board.  My suggestion to everyone is to learn as much as you can about how to find information, how 

to source your information and anything else you possibly can.  There is so much to learn and so many 

ways to do things - you want to find what works best for you. I have attended the Federal Genealogical Society 

conferences, state and regional conferences, and many local conferences.  I learn something new at each 

and every one of them.   
 

Have I hit brick walls?  Sure, who hasn’t, but don’t 

give up when you least expect it something will pop up and 

you will be so excited!!!  For example, I just found my great 

grandmother’s second marriage certificate after a twenty year 

search– I was beginning to think the marriage never existed 

and he was just a figment of her imagination, she was about 

eighty when she used to tell me the story and I was only seven 

years old.   I’m sure you feel that way sometimes too but don’t 

give up!  Take a rest and come back to it, a fresh mind helps 

and sometimes pure luck works too!   
 

Well, it’s great getting to share a little about myself and 

my interest in genealogy with you and I hope to hear more of 

your stories.  So, if you have an interesting story on your family 

please share it with us all by contacting our AVC editors so 

they can put it in an upcoming newsletter.  They are always 

looking for stories and interesting tidbits.   
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Book Review 

Peopling the Plains: Who Settled Where in Frontier Kansas 
James R. Shortridge 

University Press of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas, 1995 

ISBN: 0-7006-06970-1 
 

I recently attended a presentation titled Lost Kansas Communities, 

by M.J. Morgan, a Kansas State University history professor. Her 

presentation itself deserved a review, which I have supplied as a 

blog on the WGS website. Some information in her lecture was 

drawn from a great book that she shared with us. That is how I 

found this book; which I felt could benefit many fellow Kansas  

genealogists. 
 

Author James R. Shortridge is a Kansas University geography pro-

fessor who has published numerous books about Kansas and the Midwest. He admits this book. Peopling 

the Plains: Who Settled Where in Frontier Kansas was “conceived rather indirectly out of a personal, long

-term curiosity about the political and social geography of Kansas.” Peopling the Plains was difficult for 

him to classify; it is not exactly an atlas, though much of it included typical atlas material. What helped me 

as a genealogist, as it may with you, is he wrote “more text than is typical of atlases.” His statement of 

‘more text’ is what brought me to write this review. He explained, in easily understood language, the 

“selective migration to Kansas of people from different places . . .” 
 

He researched and wrote of German, Scandinavian, European, Russian, English, Irish, black, Missourian, Civil 

War veteran and other immigrant groups. In addition, Shortridge introduces some geographic population terms 

defining areas in the U.S. that were frequently the source of new Kansans.  These include North-Midland, 

Upper-Midland, South-Midland, Southern, Yankee, and others. I actually found these helpful and accurate 

in understanding migration patterns of my ancestors. The book also includes scores of maps representing 

the density of various groups throughout Kansas counties. I found the maps difficult to understand, but do 

not let them intimidate you. His more text gives us the associated history of the people and their journey 

into Kansas. 
 

I have studied several branches of my German ancestors that arrived in Kansas during the 1870s and felt  

I had a fair understanding why and how they chose places to settle. I was surprised and pleased how this 

book greatly expanded my knowledge. This book is a must-read for the German immigrant researcher, as 

Kansas welcomed thousands of German immigrants in the later part of the 19th century. Shortbridge 

explains the movements of many German groups including the German-Swiss, Hungarian-Germans, 

Catholic, Baptist, Lutheran, Mennonite, Volga-Germans and other distinct groups that settled in clusters 

throughout Kansas. His descriptions of other ethnic or national groups are detailed also, though a larger 

number of distinct German groups came to Kansas. 
 

Shortbridge used the 1865, 1885, 1905, and 1925 Kansas state censuses as the basis for his immigrant 

studies. These censuses included places of birth, parent’s birthplaces, and their residence in previous time, 

nationality, and other useful information that helped him establish immigrant patterns. While Shortridge’s 

words have not yet helped me uncover new ancestors or specific records of marriage, homesteading, and 

other documents, they have helped me develop the story of their lives. 
 

For Wichita area residents, this book is available for checkout from the Wichita Public Library at the Main 

library, Alford, and Linwood branches. In addition, a copy is also available in the Genealogy Collection 

for in-library reference. The book can be found at the Wichita State Library (Ablah Library) for those with 

a student, staff, or community card. It is also can be purchased from Amazon.com.  
 

Book Review by Gary W. Clark, August 2015 
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What is Descendancy Research? 
by Linda King, WGS member 

 

In a recent online newsletter that I receive I found out that what 

I have been doing when tracing my ancestors, actually has a 

name.  I have just thought that it was a neat way to find out 

more about the family and how they lived.   

 

In the two paragraph statement by Donna Potter Phillips of 

Your Genealogy Today and Internet Genealogy author, 

descendancy research is defined as “tracing the descendants”.  

Tracing the numerable descending family lines from one ancestral 

couple can be just as fascinating and rewarding as the climb up 

your family tree,” stated Steven C. Young, Project Manager for 

FamilySearch. “Descendancy Research is the process of find-

ing all of the descendants (children, grandchildren, great grandchildren, etc.) of one of your ancestors. 

Descendancy research is a great way of 

connecting with living relatives and gives you the opportunity to continue learning about your family 

even if research on your ancestral lines has stalled.”  

 

In days gone by, we just wanted to push our family tree back as far as possible with little thought given 

to the branches spreading out from that family tree. Besides finding distant and previously unknown 

cousins, you can discern naming patterns, settlements and migrations and occupations. When you connect 

with these new cousins you might find letters, documents and photographs. More can be learned by going 

to www.FamilySearch.org and then to the Learning Center and then type in “Descendancy Research.” 

 

This method has been extremely rewarding in my search for my ancestors.  On the one family line my 

“book” I created using the publishing process on my Family Tree Maker software, has grown from about 

300 pages on my direct family line to over 1,500.  I started looking at the siblings and their families over 

20 years ago, just trying to figure this family out.  In this process I have had the pleasure and joy in find-

ing and meeting several distant cousins – albeit 4th and 5th cousins.  I have learned so much more about 

this family.  We have helped each other over the years in a number of different ways.   

 

In the mid 1980’s I had located one of these cousins who lived in the area that my 2x great grandfather 

lived and raised his family.  In one of my visits she showed me a box of old letters, many written during 

the Civil War, which told the story of how the family fared during this conflict.  The majority of these 

letters had been written to the parents of this large family.  One of the letters had been written by my 

great grandfather while he was proudly serving in the Union Army.  This cousin gave me this precious 

letter and allowed me take and make copies of the remaining letters.  I paid for over 150 copies.  What a 

story these letters tell.   

 

I had made the acquaintance of another 5th cousin, living in Pennsylvania where my 3x great grandfather 

and many of his siblings raised their families.  In a visit to her last year she took me on a driving tour of 

the county where we stopped at one house.  This house had been built by my 3x great grandfather ca. 

1840.  It is still being lived in today but has had additions and modernized.  The original part is clearly 

discernible as it was built out of stone.  It stood on the edge of the 3x great grandfather’s farm.    

 

Another 5th cousin, living in Maryland used information that I had provided to him to join the Sons of the 

American Revolution involving the 4x great grandfather of this family.   Benefits of ‘decendancy research’ 

can lead to more opportunities. 
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"He who has no fools, knaves, or beggars in his family was begot by a flash of lightning."  

-- Old English proverb 

Never Give Up On a Difficult Ancestor! 
Printed with permission of the author, Dave Obee who runs CanGenealogy.com, a link site devoted 

to Canadian resources.  This article appeared in the ‘Internet Genealogy’ magazine 
 

I needed confirmation of some sort, anything that would tell me I was on the right track. 
 

It’s not good enough, after all, to find someone with the same name as the person you are looking for. 

Even if that person is in the same city, that’s not good enough. 
 

We need evidence, hard evidence, something that could connect the dots, making it possible to prove that 

we are on the right track. 
 

I was doing a bit of research into a family that was connected, briefly through marriage, to a family that 

was connected, also briefly through marriage, to my own family, kind of. One of the delights about family 

history research is that we can head down any roads we choose. 
 

And that is what happened in this case. I had been looking into the first marriage of one of my relatives, 

and to confirm that I had the right spouse, I had to research the rest of her life, and that meant looking into 

the lives of the other people she married. And the other marriages of the other people, too. And their children. 
 

The idea was that one of these children, if still alive, might be able to provide some nugget of information 

that would connect the families together for me. 
 

The root problem was quite simple, really. I believed that I had found references to the person of interest, 

with only a couple of niggling issues to contend with. 
 

For a start, the given name as listed in the official records was not the one that my relatives remembered. 

Oh, and the surname as listed was not the one that she used. Other than that, her name was a perfect match, 

one might say. 
 

I relied on the memories of relatives since departed, so any clues that I uncovered could not be bounced off 

anyone. I was on my own. 
 

What to do? As I worked on the line, I would need to find confirmation in other sources. 
 

All of that brings me to the point at hand: We live in a wonderful age, and by the time you read this, it will 

be even more wonderful. Next year, better still. 
 

The amount of material available online is breathtaking, and it’s getting better every day.  
 

In this case, a quick search on the Ancestry website revealed a border crossing record, providing a later 

married name for the spouse of interest. Another search revealed her new husband, and I wanted to know 

more about him. 
 

He had a common name, though, and that can be a pain. I didn’t want to grab the wrong person in a rush of 

excited research. 
 

The border entry record included his address. A directory online confirmed that address, and searching it 

in other years gave me the names of more family members. A death registration, also online, gave the 

same address for another family member. 
 

Continues on page 11 
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Never Give Up on a Difficult Ancestor (continued from page 11) 

I was off and running. In a matter of hours I was able to find the family I wanted, and confirm the find 

with supplementary sources. 
 

I don’t have a lot of faith in submitted trees, but the major genealogy sites are filled with information 

drawn from historical records. It’s possible to go further, faster than ever before. 
 

It’s easy these days to be critical of what we find online. I agree that compiled family trees are not trust-

worthy. I agree that indexes can be flawed. 
 

But ignore these genealogy sites at your peril. Ancestry alone has carried me through a half-dozen brick 

walls, including the one described here. 
 

Is it a big deal? You be the judge. I first rammed my head against this wall in 1985. I broke through it in 

2015, and it was painless. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

Ancestry.com has a YouTube Channel!  This channel has many opportunities for helping you in your 

research.  There are videos of 5 minutes or less to much longer ones.  A good place to start is with the 

introductory video in this section.  It with introduce you to the over 700 video options that are offered.  

You don’t even need to be a member of Ancestry to access this.  Just visit YouTube.com and search 

‘ancestry’.   From the Ancestry.com site, click on ‘help’, then ‘learning center’.  Under the ‘Extras’ tab 

you will find ‘ancestry academy’, another learning option (some will cost money so be sure you check it 

out first). 

 

Familysearch.org also has a ‘learning center’. (Find it by clicking on ‘get help’ option in top right hand 

corner).  There are many options for short videos (free) to aid you in your research.  

 

National Archives (www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/) offers many learning opportunities without 

actually leaving your home.  Free forms are also available on this site. 

 

Cyndi’s List (www.cyndislist.com) is a collection of genealogy websites in one place.  No matter what 

your topic, state, country or whatever, this is the place to find a link to the site.  It is updated constantly 

and well maintained. 

 

Need assistance with your Native American Indian Roots?  Be sure to check out this site for many 

options for this research — www.narf.org/nill/resources/roots.html 

 

Random Acts of Genealogical Kindness is active. (www.raogk.org) RAOGK is a global volunteer 

organization.  Volunteers take time to do everything from looking up courthouse records to taking pic-

tures of tombstones. All they ask in return is reimbursement for their expenses (never their time) and a 

‘thank you’. 

 

There are many more free options for research & learning available to us. 

All we have to do is take the time to do a little online searching and reading &/or listening. 

 

Just think — you can do all of this without ever leaving your house! At 2:00am. In your pajamas. 

Sleep may be ‘highly over-rated’ when you hit that goldmine! 
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Deadly Diseases and Epidemics – The Ancestors that “Could Have Been”  
by Linda King, WGS member 

 

As I was recently working on a branch of one of my family lines I noticed that there were many deaths in 

this family that occurred in the same year.  Wanting to find out more on this family I began research epi-

demics that most likely caused these deaths, which in some cases almost (and in some cases did) wiped 

out entire families.     

 

     While researching the major epidemics throughout the history of the world and checking the different 

areas of the world my DNA tells me I am associated with, it brought to mind the thought that “I am a really 

lucky person to have been born”.   How did my ancestors escape these deadly outbreaks?  Was it a matter 

of just not being in the particular areas where the outbreaks occurred?   One article covering the London 

Plague suggested that the few persons in that area at the time who did survive may have passed on genes 

to their descendants, making them less susceptible to diseases.  It is a lot to think about.  By today’s standards 

the numbers listed may appear small but related to the populations in the particular time periods these 

numbers represented a substantial amount of the then current populations.   

 

   For a complete list of epidemics worldwide go to https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_epidemics 

 

In 430 B.C., smallpox killed more than 30,000 people in Athens, Greece, reducing the city’s population 

by at least 20%.  

 

 The Plague of Justinian, which began in 541 A.D. and continued on and off for nearly 200 years, killed 

50 million people in the Middle East, Asia and the Mediterranean basin, according to some estimates.  

The plague is caused by bacteria that are spread by rats that were bitten by infected fleas. 

 

What’s known as the Great Plague of London actually started in China in 1334 A.D. and spread along 

trade routes, wiping out entire towns.  Florence, Italy, lost a third of its 90,000 residents in the first six 

months.  Overall, Europe lost 25 million people.  

 

1519: Smallpox in Mexico    

There were approximately 25 million people living in what is now called Mexico when Hernando Cortes 

arrived in 1519.  A smallpox epidemic killed between 5 and 8 million of the native population in the 

following two years.  Over the next century, less than 2 million would survive this and other communicable 

diseases brought by European explorers.   

 

1633-1634: Smallpox Epidemic in New England 

  The first truly terrible disease outbreak came to America with the first Europeans. While  smallpox has 

been around for thousands of years, European settlers first brought smallpox to North America in the 

1600s. In 1633-1634, the disease swept through the Northeast, wiping out entire Native American tribes. 

Native populations in New England are thought to have plummeted by over 70 percent due to this outbreak 

(Mashantucket Pequot Museum and Research Center, 2012).  Another source states that historians estimate 

some 20 million may have died after the Europeans landed.   According to the Centers for Disease Control, the 

last case of smallpox in the United States was in 1949 (CDC, 2009). 

 

1721: Smallpox in Boston and success of inoculation 

     Between April and December 1721, 5,889 Bostonians had smallpox, and 844 died of it. October was 

the worst month, with 411 deaths. Smallpox caused more than three–quarters of all the deaths in Boston 

that year.  
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     In Europe and the United States, bouts of smallpox were considered to be almost inevitable, and the 

disease was greatly feared. Epidemics could kill 30% of those infected and cause permanent disfiguration 

in the rest.    

   

    It was widely known that survivors of smallpox were immune to later occurrences of the disease. This 

led to the practice of inoculation–the deliberate introduction of living smallpox virus to cause a mild (it 

was to be hoped) case of the disease that would provide immunity. The practice of inoculation developed 

in many parts of the world, often as part of a system of folk medicine.    

 

     By the mid–1700s, China, India, and parts of Africa had probably practiced inoculation for centuries; 

laypeople in Europe probably had been doing so for generations as well. The practice was discussed in the 

Royal Society in 1699 and published in the Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society in 1714 and 

1716. Inoculation was further popularized among England’s elites after Lady Mary Montague’s 1718 

publication of her letters, which related her observation of the procedure in Turkey.      

 

     Despite the promise that inoculation seemed to hold for controlling smallpox, the Boston smallpox 

epidemic of 1721 is known for the passionate controversy over inoculation that erupted in the city, most 

visibly between Reverend Cotton Mather and Boston physician William Douglass. Mather had learned 

about the procedure from the Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society and from one of his slaves. 

After inoculating his own son, Mather advocated strongly for inoculation as the Boston epidemic grew.   

    

     Most Boston physicians, as well as the general public, however, argued with equal passion against 

inoculation on the grounds that it could spread the disease rather than prevent it; that it could cause a fatal 

case of smallpox in the inoculated subject; and that it could make the subject susceptible to other diseases. 

These fears were not groundless: inoculation could indeed cause fatal cases of smallpox, and because 

inoculation proceeded by the direct transmission of bodily matter from one person to another through an 

open cut, diseases like syphilis could be spread by the procedure as well. Feelings ran high, and one 

protestor threw a lighted bomb through the window of Mather’s house.   

 

     Douglass, with his medical degree from Edinburgh, was Boston’s only university–trained doctor. He 

argued that Mather’s inoculations undermined legitimate medical authority and contended that inoculation 

without regulated quarantine of the inoculated afterwards would only make the epidemic worse. Given 

that Mather was neither carrying out his inoculations in an organized manner nor isolating newly inoculated 

patients appropriately, Douglass’s criticism was legitimate.  

   

     Only one physician, Zabdiel Boylston, publicly supported Mather’s efforts after trying out the procedure on 

his own son and two slaves. Boylston would eventually inoculate around 180 people, including many 

prominent Bostonians.  

     

     The religious debate was also important. Mather, who had lost his wife and three youngest children in 

a measles epidemic, argued that inoculation was a gift from God. Those opposed to inoculation argued 

that epidemic diseases afflicted the people for a divine reason, and that to attempt to prevent them was to 

oppose God’s will. Others argued that inoculation, with its roots in Africa, Asia, and the Middle East, was 

a heathen practice not suitable for Christians.     From the holdings of Houghton Library—Harvard College 

Library. 

 

Deadly Diseases and Epidemics – The Ancestors that “Could Have Been” (continued from pg 13) 

You live as long as you are remembered. --Russian proverb 
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1793: Yellow Fever Outbreak in Philadelphia 

In 1793, Philadelphia was the nation’s capital and its busiest port. That 

summer, a group of refugees from the Caribbean Islands brought Yellow 

Fever with them to the city. Conditions were perfect for mosquitoes, 

which helped spread the disease that causes yellowing of the skin, fever, 

and vomiting of blood clots. People fled the city—including many signers 

of the Declaration of Independence—but an estimated 2,000 people still 

died before winter (Harvard University, 2012).  Other estimates claim it 

killed 10% of the 45,000 population or 4,500 persons.  

 

1830-1851: Second Cholera Pandemic 

To this day, cholera, an infection of the small intestine, still affects between three and five million people 

and causes nearly 130,000 deaths a year worldwide (CDC, 2011). However, the last documented outbreak 

in the United States was in 1911 (Mayo Clinic, 2011).  Before then, there were a number of outbreaks, but 

none worse than the Second Cholera Pandemic of the mid-1800s. The pandemic began in India, and then 

swiftly spread across the globe via trade routes. Settlers travelling along the Mormon and Oregon Trails 

brought cholera to the United States from East to West, killing an estimated 150,000 Americans 

(Beardslee, 2000). 

 

1860: The Modern Plague began in the 1860’s and killed more than 12 million people in China, India and 

Hong Kong.  It wasn’t until the 1890s that people figured out how the bacterial infection was being spread 

and a vaccine was created.  

 

1901: Smallpox in Boston 

A smallpox epidemic in Boston infected 1,500 people in 1901.  There were 270 reported deaths.  

 

1910: Manchurian Plague 

The largest plague outbreak in the 20th century occurred in Manchuria be-

tween 1910 and 1911.  Approximately 60,000 people died. 

 

1918: Spanish Flu Pandemic – Three-Day Fever, The Flu. 

The Spanish influenza pandemic, which began in 1918, caught every nation 

by surprise. It infected an estimated 500 million people and killed 50 to 100 

million of them in three waves. Governments around the world responded in 

ways that were reactive and almost ineffective before the pandemic ended in 

1919 just as suddenly as it began one year earlier. 

 

The Spanish influenza pandemic differed from previous influenza pandemics in its unprecedented  

virulence. Its unique characteristics included unusually high case fatality, especially among 20– to 40–

year-olds. 

 

Allies fighting in World War I designated this pandemic “Spanish” influenza because Spain’s uncensored 

press was the first to report freely on its widespread distribution. Elsewhere in Europe, governments 

feared that such newspaper reports would undermine public morale. 

 

Epidemiological data indicate that pandemic began in the US in March 1918, at a crowded army camp in 

Fort Riley, Kansas. Subsequently, the transport of hundreds of thousands of infected troops in close 

Deadly Diseases and Epidemics – The Ancestors that “Could Have Been” (continued from pg 14) 

Philadelphia  in 1793 . 

1918 patients of Spanish flu 
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Deadly Diseases and Epidemics – The Ancestors that “Could Have Been” (continued from pg 15) 

physical contact between camps caused influenza to spread quickly even before troops assembled in East 

Coast ports en route to France. The troops brought the influenza to the trenches of the opposing armies 

and to other parts of Europe and beyond. 

 

The overall response to the mild first wave of the influenza epidemic in the US was relatively subdued 

compared with the second and third more deadly waves. 

 

The second wave struck lethally in September 1918 at a naval facility in Boston and at the Camp Devens 

military base in Massachusetts. At the nearby US Naval Radio School, located at Harvard University, 

however, few of the 5,000 trainees contracted Spanish influenza after the first cases were reported on 

September 6, 1918. Infected trainees were quarantined, and Harvard University took precautions 

to contain influenza and resume normal operations; nevertheless, six students died.    

 

     Nationwide, October 1918 was the most deadly month, when 195,000 Americans died. The supply of 

health care workers, morticians, and gravediggers dwindled, and mass graves were often dug to bury the 

dead. Among the survivors was Amelia Earhart.  

     

     The third wave of the pandemic, between late 1918 and March 1919, 

spread unevenly in the US and in parts of Europe, but with similar intensity as 

the second.  The general public grew anxious and criticized public health officials 

for their incompetence.  Medical practitioners and researchers struggled to 

unravel the confusing epidemiology and pathology of this extraordinarily 

deadly outbreak of influenza.  Major US cities banned or enforced restrictions 

on public gatherings, and schools, town halls, and churches served as emergency 

hospitals.  The rapid spread and unusually high case mortality of Spanish  

influenza called for global action against the recurrence of such a deadly influenza pandemic.  To this 

end, international organizations (CDC and WHO) provided leadership in global health matters.   
 

 From the holdings of Harry Elkins Widener Memorial Library—Harvard College Library. 

Clipping from an old newspaper 
 

A little online research reveals that this was 

probably from Fulton County, Indiana. 
 

A marriage between Jonas Huey & Ella 

May Peters was found to have taken place 

on November 5, 1904.  
 

A marriage between Vida M. Huey & 

Sterling Peters took place on October 

18, 1904, just two weeks prior. 
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A BIT OF HUMOR 
 

I have had this in my files for several years and made no documentation where I found it or who gave it to me.  It is 

a bit dated (floppy disks?) but every genealogist can relate to this possibility.  Get a comfortable chair and put eve-
rything within throwing distance far away! 

 

“CLEANING MOTHER’S HOUSE” 
 

It has been nearly a year since fictional genealogist Barbara passed away. 

Her daughter Charlene reflects upon that year in a letter to her friend, Karen. 
Charlene truly has been busy. 

Barbara is probably rolling over in her grave. 

 

Karen, 
 

As usual, my cards are late.  It has been a busy year.  We spent much of the year settling up Mother’s estate.  The 

house sold well, but the cleaning it took longer than we expected. 
 

You are probably the only person who did not know Mother was a genealogy buff.  She told practically every hu-

man she encountered.  I’m convinced that genealogy “nut” was the most accurate phrase.  The stuff was all over 

the house.  The inheritance would have been enough to pay for my new Mercedes had she not insisted on spending 
money on that blasted hobby.  I don’t know why she couldn’t be more like Tom’s mother.  Nadine spends her day 

doing needlepoint and watching reruns of 50s television shows.  Tom just does not realize how lucky he is, but 

men never do.  My mother had to run off to cemeteries and courthouses.  She even went to a conference in Daven-
port Iowa last year!  Can you imagine?  Davenport, Iowa!  After she got back, she was so excited about all that she 

had learned and all the fun she had.  She was planning on going to another one in California this year.  Well the 

grim reaper took care of that. 
 

Because of my promotion to head of knick kack sales at Garbageforless.com, I had not been home for several 

years.  I was appalled to learn that Mother had converted my old bedroom into her family history “headquarters”  

My shelves of Teen Beat and other magazines documenting my adolescence had been replaced with old family 
photographs, copies of old documents and something called family group sheets.  She even got rid of the pants I 

wore to my first junior high dance.  I cried at the thought. 

 
I could not bear to go in the room and be reminded that my childhood had been stripped from me and replaced with 

an obsession with the past.  I told the children that if they would clean the room and prepare the items for the gar-

age (should I say “garbage”?) sale they could have the proceeds.  I learned what true entrepreneurs they are. 
 

Kenny stripped Mother’s hard drive in under ten minutes.  I kept hearing him say “GedCom is GedGone...GedCom 

is GedGone…”  I have no idea what it meant, but the computer fetched a good price.  Before he unplugged the 

computer, he erased all of Mom’s floppy disks and downloaded public domain games.  He sold these at a nominal 
price. 

 

Susan took the old photographs to a flea market and was able to sell many of them.  
Some special labels had to be taken off and we had to take them out of protective enve-

lopes.  Mother had written the names on the back of many of them.  At least none of 

those pictures of depressing old dead people had our last name written on them.  I don’t 

want to be associated with such sour people. 
 

Mother had some type of old plat book — whatever that is.  Kenny tore out the pages 

individually and sold them separately on Ebay.  It was so clever.  His dad said he got 
much more than if he left the book in one piece. 

 

Susan didn’t tear the Bibles apart though.  I thought that showed tremendously good 

Continued on page 18 
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"Why waste your money looking up your family tree?  

Just go into politics and your opponents will do it for you."  

--Mark Twain 

sense.  She’s learning that no everything can be marketed in the same way.  The 1790 Bible brought her a good 
penny, but she couldn’t get the one from 1900 to bring more than fifty cents.  She donated it to a local church, and 

here is where I am so proud of her.  We can write it off as a charitable deduction.  Someone had written what they 

paid for the Bible on the back cover.  Susan converted that to 2001 dollars and will use that for our tax deduction 

amount.  I’ve already enrolled Susan in tax lawyer summer camp this coming August. 
 

There was some old large certificate written on heavy paper.  The silly thing wasn’t 

even in English, so why would Mother keep it?  Kenny used the other side to keep 
track of the things he had sold.  Waste not, want not.  When we were finished we put 

the paper in the recycling bin. 

 
The kids put an old wedding dress from the 1870s in the washer to get the stains out.  

It was terribly filthy.  The worthless thing didn’t even survive the extra long cycle and 

the half-gallon of bleach.  It’s doubtful we can even use it for cleaning rags. 

 
The dress was in some kind of old trunk.  I’m not certain what it was for, but it had a name stenciled on the front in 

huge letters along with the name of a town.  Susan gave it a good coating of red paint and sold it as a toy box. 

 
The filing cabinets were emptied of their contents, as were the three shelves of binders.  Kenny got the bright idea 

to shred the paper and sell it in bags as New Year’s confetti.  The file folders were too heavy to shred. 

 
The baby did not react well to any of this.  She cried and fussed the entire time.  Kenny thought she wanted tea, 

which made no sense to me at all.  As she cried, it sounded like she was saying “family tee.”  She can’t even talk 

yet and I think Kenny was hearing things.  The baby does look exactly like my mother though, it’s the oddest thing.  

The fussing didn’t stop until she spit up an entire bottle of strained prunes on my junior high jeans, which we did 
find in the basement.  They were ruined — it was the one real loss.  Now my past has really been taken from me — 

magazines and all. 

 
Charlene 

 

Whether you have a child like Charlene or not, have YOU thought about what might happen to your genealogy  

collection upon your demise? 

Cleaning Mother’s House (continued from page 17) 
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LIVED HARD LIVES IN PIONEER DAYS 
Lincoln Courier-Herald, Lincoln, Illinois, December 4, 1917 

 

Women of Early West Earned the Big Crops.  Few of Their Descendants Realize How Much the wives 

of Early Settlers Went Through When country Was Building Up. 

 

   When a little frail instructor from the Kansas Agricultural College came to our town and was able to tell 

me the reason why my bread had been souring all summer and how to prevent it, and I got it through my 

head that she knew what she was talking about, I woke up to a lot that I had missed.  Elizabeth Sears writes 

in Harper’s Magazine.  

 

   Our problems of trying to do the work of three with nothing to hold with, has 

filled many a sanitarium.  The hospitals are crowded with us.  And how full the 

cemeteries were of us in the old days – the price we paid for the big crops and the 

prosperity of the state!  And Kansas is not the only state that is full of the unwritten 

records of the women who paid for the crops with their lives.  They are still paying 

for the wheat.  

 

   My mother died because she was too tired to try to make an effort to live any 

longer.  Looking back on it now I cannot remember ever seeing my mother sit 

with folded hands.  They said little of their hard lives, these brave women who 

helped build up the plains.  They accepted it uncomplainingly.  When our country club met at our house last 

week, my aunt was there as a guest.  We have 30 members in our club.  Ten of them drove their own  

automobiles.  All but two live in modern houses with heat and water.  We buy the latest thing in foot gear, 

which is the one sure sign of progress in a farm woman.  One of the members was humorously relating the 

trials of having a frozen water pipe mended, and Aunt Kish told 

of the days when she had to carry water a quarter of a mile from a 

creek.  My aunt is a gay old lady, and all the weight of her seven-

ty years has not smothered her resilient disposition.  Her husband 

died after their third big wheat crop – drank himself to death cele-

brating it in Kansas City – and she had the first real time of her 

life ever since.  

  

   When she came to Kansas in the early ‘fifties she drove a team 

herself from St. Louis, with a ten-month old baby on the seat be-

side her.  She and her husband took up a claim 40 miles from the 

settlement.  Wandering Indians were their only neighbors, and 

terrified her daily by their company.  When they had been there less than a year her husband returned to 

Illinois and remained three months.  She was left alone to look after the crops, shuck the corn, and take 

care of the place.  While he was gone her third baby was born.  Her only help was an Indian squaw, who 

had chanced in to beg a loaf of bread and remained to help the young mother in her extremity.  

 

   “We didn’t think anything of it,” said my aunt.  “We were too busy while it was happening to think about 

it.  We went through a lot those days; but, land of Goshen!  We are making up for it now, with our furnaces, 

and our gasoline engines for the churns and washing machines, and our automobiles.”  

 

Editors Note:  Many of our Kansas ancestors immigrated to Kansas from Illinois.   
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Wichita Public Library Acquisitions Genealogy Collection July through September 2015 

By Michelle Enke, Manager of the Wulmeyer Genealogy Center 

11th North Carolina Infantry in the Civil War: a History and Roster.  (R 973.7456 VEN) 
1850 United States census of Christian County, Illinois.  (R 312 I29C555 1850) 

1870 Mortality Schedule of Kansas.  (R 978.1 FRA) 

2nd Maine Cavalry in the Civil War: a History and Roster.  (R 973.7441 SMITH N) 

21st North Carolina Infantry: a Civil War History, with a Roster of Officers.  (R 973.7456 SHE) 
49ers':  As Reported by Miscellaneous Papers.  (R 977.8 WEA Vol. 1-10) 

83rd Pennsylvania Volunteers in the Civil War.  (R 973.7448 SCH) 

Abstracts of Deeds, Edgecombe Precinct, Edgecombe County, North Carolina, 1732 through 1758: as Found in Halifax 
County, North Carolina Public Registry Deed Books 1-2-3-4-5-6.  (R 975.646 HOF) 

Alias Frank Canton.  (R 973 DEA) 

Alumni Directory Ottawa University 1998.  (R 378.7 OTT 1998) 
American Indian Wars: a Chronology of Confrontations Between Native Peoples and Settlers and the United States 

Military, 1500s-1901.  (R 973.0497 NUN) 

Andrew Taylor Still, 1828-1917.  (R 615.533 AND) 

Assault on the Deadwood Stage: Road Agents and Shotgun Messengers.  (R 978.3 DEA) 
At Home in Early Sandusky: [Foundations for the Future].  (R 977.122 HAN) 

Audrain County, Missouri Marriage Records, 1836-1879.  (R 977.8332 SEL) 

Audrain County, Missouri:  Vital Records.  (R 977.8332 WEA V.9) 
Barry County, Missouri Marriage Records, 1837-1854.  (R 977.876 SEL) 

Beacon Yearbook.  (R 378.781 BEA 1947 & 1953) 

Bear Creek Church: or, Old School Baptist Church, Hannibal, MO.  (R 977.8353 BEA) 
Bear Flag and Bay State in the Civil War: the Californians of the Second Massachusetts Cavalry.  (R 973.7494 PAR) 

Behind the Frontier: Indians in Eighteenth-century Eastern Massachusetts.  (R 974.4 MAN) 

Bemis History and Genealogy: Being an Account, in Greater Part of the Descendants of Joseph Bemis, of Water-

town, Mass.  (R 929.2 BEMIS) 
Beyond Lutfisk: Recipe Collection from the Members of Gloria Dei Lutheran Church.  (R 641.59781 BEY) 

Bishop Carroll Catholic High School Yearbook.  (R 378.781 BIS 2004-2006) 

Black Hawk, Heatherly, Osage & Seminole Wars (July 1832 to January 1838) (2338 names): Index for Missouri Mi-
litia Muster Records & Confederate Pension List (3014 names).  (R 973.7478 BLA) 

Black Texans: a History of African Americans in Texas, 1528-1995.  (R 976.4 BAR) 

Blood in the Argonne: the "Lost Battalion" of World War I.  (R 940.436 GAF) 

Blooding at Great Meadows: Young George Washington and the Battle that Shaped the Man.  (R 973.26 AXE) 
Bloomfield & Rounds Family History.  (R 929.2 BLOOMFIELD) 

Blue Water Creek and the first Sioux war, 1854-1856.  (R 973.66 PAU) 

Boots and Bibles: the Spiritual Heritage of Fort Riley, Kansas.  (R 978.129 BOO) 
Buchanan County, Missouri Marriage Records, 1839-1855.  (R 977.8132 SEL) 

Californio Lancers: the 1st Battalion of Native Cavalry in the Far West, 1863-1866.  (R 979.4 PRE) 

Callaway County, Missouri, 1844 Missouri Special Census.  (R 977.8335 WEA V.11) 
Callaway County, Missouri, 1860 Federal Census.  (R 977.8335 WEA V.18) 

Callaway County, Missouri, 1876 Missouri Special Farm Census.  (R 977.8335 WEA V.12) 

Callaway County, Missouri, Special Census Records for 1848, 1856, & 1860.  (R 977.8335 WEA V.17) 

Callaway County, Missouri Marriage Records, 1820-1860.  (R 977.8335 SEL) 
Caldwell County, Missouri Marriage Records, 1845-1871.  (R 977.8185 SEL) 

Callaway County, Missouri: "The veterans".  (R 977.8335 WEA V.5B) 

Campaigning with Crook.  (R 973.82 KIN) 
Carroll County, Missouri Marriage Records, 1833-1856.  (R 977.8225 SEL) 

Cass County, Missouri Marriage Records, 1836-1865.  (R 977.842 CAS) 

Chariton County, Missouri:  Deaths Reported.  (R 977.825 WEA V.2) 
Chariton County, Missouri Marriage Records, 1821-1851.  (R 977.825 SEL) 

Charles Goodnight: Father of the Texas Panhandle.  (R 976.4 HAG) 

Cheyenne Autumn.  (R 978.004 SAN) 

Chickasaw Dictionary.  (R 497 HUM) 
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Chronicles of the Farm Woman: the Story of Mary Frances McKinney.  (R 978.1 MAC K) 
Church of the Holy Spirit, Goddard, Kansas.  (R 282.781 CHU 2007-2008) 

Civil War Journal of Lt. Russell M. Tuttle, New York Volunteer Infantry.  (R 973.7447 TUT) 

Civil War Suits in the U.S. Court of Claims: Cases Involving Compensation to Northerners and Southerners for 

Wartime Losses.  (R 973.71 WIL) 
Civil War in North Carolina: Soldiers' and Civilians' Letters and Diaries, 1861-1865.  (R 973.782 CIV V. 1-2) 

Civil War Records: Missouri State Guard & Missouri Confederate Officers (Includes Bushwhackers & Guerrillas 

Names).  (R 973.7478 WEA V.1D) 
Civil War Records: Missouri State Officers.  (R 973.7478 WEA V.1) 

Civil War Records: Missouri Volunteer Union Officers.  (R 973.7478 WEA V.1) 

Civil War Roster of Davidson County, North Carolina: Biographies of 1,966 Men, Before, During and After the 
Conflict.  (R 973.7456 WAT) 

Clarks Creek Township [Morris Co., KS].  (R 978.158 CLA) 

Clay County, Missouri Marriage Records, 1852-1881 and 1896-Nov 1899.  (R 977.816 SEL) 

Clinton County, Missouri Marriage Records, 1833-1870.  (R 977.8155 SEL) 
Clues:  American Historical Society of Germans From Russia.  (R 943.043 CLU 1981-83, 1992-96) 

Cole County, Missouri Birth Records, Death Records.  (R 977.855 COL V.6) 

Cole County, Missouri Marriage Records, 1821-1851.  (R 977.855 SEL) 
Colonels in Blue: Indiana, Kentucky and Tennessee: a Civil War Biographical Dictionary.  (R 973.741 HUN) 

Colorado: a Historical Atlas.  (R 978.8 NOE) 

Come an' Get It: the Story of the Old Cowboy Cook.  (R 978 ADA) 
Conflict in the Ozarks: Hill Folk, Industrialists, and Government in Missouri's Courtois Hills.  (R 977.8 BEN) 

CSS Arkansas: a Confederate Ironclad on Western Waters.  (R 973.525 SMITH M) 

Darkest Period: the Kanza Indians and Their Last Homeland, 1846-1873.  (R 305.897 PAR) 

Daviess County, Missouri Marriage Records, 1836-1865.  (R 977.8183 SEL) 
Deaths on Pleasant Street: the Ghastly Enigma of Colonel Swope and Doctor Hyde.  (R 364.1523 FOW) 

Descendants of Bishop Jacob Eash, Born in Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, A.D. 1774.  (R 929.2 EASH) 

Descendants of John D. Brown and Eleanor Drummond Brown.  (R 929.2 BROWN) 
Descendants of Stephen and Elizabeth Douthit Riddle (1730-1807) (1739-1790) of Rowan County, North Carolina.  

(R 929.2 RIDDLE) 

Descendants of Stephen and Sarah Short Fields, 1771-1994.  (R 929.2 FIELD) 

De Wees Family Genealogy : 1641-1993.  (R 929.2 DEWEESE) 
Diary of Barton Griffith, Covington, Indiana, 1832-1834.  (R 917.7 GRI) 

Doc Maynard: the Man who Invented Seattle.  (R 979.777 SPE) 

Dodge City: the Early Years, 1872-1886.  (R 978.176 SHI) 
Dodge City: Up Through a Century in Story and Pictures.  (R 978.176 YOU) 

Douglas County, Missouri Marriage Records, 1866-1889.  (R 977.8832 SEL) 

Early Day History of Coffey County Dating Back to the 1870's.  (R 978.1645 EAR) 
Early Estes Park.  (R 978.868 MIL) 

Early Marriages of Springfield, Vermont.  (R 974.365 HUB) 

Elijah Hackleman Scrapbook.  (R 929.2 HACKLEMAN) 

Emigrants on the Overland Trail: the Wagon Trains of 1848.  (R 978.02 LAS) 
England and its Rulers, 1066-1272.  (R 942.02 CLA) 

Estes Park, Colorado.  (R 978.868 BAR) 

Ethnic Cleansing and the Indian: the Crime that Should Haunt America.  (R 970.004 AND) 
Family Maps of Branch County, Michigan.  (R 977.421 BOY) 

Family Maps of Crawford County, Michigan.  (R 977.477 BOY) 

Family Maps of Marshall County, Minnesota.  (R 977.697 BOY) 
Family Maps of Pope County, Arkansas.  (R 976.732 BOY) 

Family Maps of Saginaw County, Michigan.  (R 977.446 BOY) 

Family Maps of Searcy County, Arkansas.  (R 976.7195 BOY) 

Family Maps of Shiawassee County, Michigan.  (R 977.425 BOY) 
Family Maps of Todd County, Minnesota.  (R 977.688 BOY) 

Wichita Public Library Acquisitions Genealogy Collection (cont)  
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Family Maps of Washtenaw County, Michigan.  (R 977.433 BOY) 
Family Maps of Washington County, Minnesota.  (R 977.659 BOY) 

Family Record of Eli and Nathan Chupp, Sons of Fredrick Chupp.  (R 929.2 CHUPP) 

Feminist Frontiers: Women Who Shaped the Midwest.  (R 305.42 FEM) 

Fire Cake and Water: the Connecticut Infantry at the Valley Forge Encampment.  (R 973.344 BOY) 
First Battalion of the 28th Marines on Iwo Jima: a Day-by-day History from Personal Accounts and Official Re-

ports, with Complete Muster Rolls.  (R 940.5425 ALL) 

Fort Supply, Indian Territory: Frontier Outpost on the Plains.  (R 976.6 CAR) 
Friedland Moravian Church, 1775-1975: We Thank You, Lord!.  (R 975.667 FRI) 

Friends University: Talisman.  (R 378.781 FRI 1961, 1962, 1963, 1964, and 1965) 

Friends University Yearbook.  (R 378.781 FRI 1914 & 1915) 
Garden of Eden: [a pictorial history of Geary County, Kansas].  (R 978.129 JEF) 

Gatewood Family: Including Murray, Keeney, Spaulding, White, Slack, Kelly, Cozad, Jarrett, Bonham, Nowlan, 

Stanley, Montague, Fout, Bibb.  (R 929.2 GATEWOOD) 

Genealogical Abstracts from Howard Co., Mo. Newspapers.  (R 977.8285 RAL V.2) 
Genealogy of the Descendants of John Gar.  (R 929.2 GARR) 

General David S. Stanley, USA: a Civil War Biography.  (R 355.009 BEL) 

General John Pope: a Life for the Nation.  (R 973.7 COZ) 
Genie:  Ark-La-Tex Genealogical Association.  (R 976 GEN 1990-2013 assorted) 

Gilbert Family.  (R 929.2 GILBERT) 

Gladish Family History and Descendants.  (R 929.2 GLADWISH) 
Glory was Not Their Companion: the Twenty-sixth New York Volunteer Infantry in the Civil War.  (R 973.7447 TAY) 

Gold Star Wives of America.  (R 355.009 GOL) 

Greene County, Missouri Marriage Records, 1881-1885.  (R 977.878 GRE) 

Grundy County, Missouri Marriage Records, 1841-1875.  (R 977.8215 SEL) 
Guerrilla Warfare in Civil War Missouri.  (R 973.7 NIC V.3) 

Harvey County Barns.  (R 728.922 DEG) 

Harvey County, Kansas Farm & Home Plat & Directory.  (R 912.781 HAR 2011 & 2012) 
Hawkeye Yearbook University of Iowa.  (R 378.781 HAW 1951, 1952, 1953, & 1954) 

Hinshaw & Hubbard Oklahoma Quaker Records.  (R 976.6 HIN) 

History of the Chenoweth Family: Beginning 449 A.D.  (R 929.2 CHENOWETH) 

History of the Descendants of Abraham Beery: Born in 1718.  (R 929.2 BEERY) 
History of the Descendants of Abraham Breneman: Born in Lancaster County. (R 929.2 BRENNEMAN) 

History of the Sigma Chi Fraternity, 1955-1980.  (R 378.198 CAR) 

Holcomb History: the Early Years.  (R 978.144 PAA) 
Hoofbeats Yearbook [Wichita High School Southeast].  (R 373.781 HOO 1975) 

Howard County, Missouri Marriage Records, 1816-1850.  (R 977.8285 SEL) 

Illustrated Atlas of Washington County, Maryland.  (R 911.75291 ILL) 
Illustrated Historical Atlas of Clinton County, Missouri.  (R 911.778155 ILL) 

Immigration and the Legacy of Harry S. Truman.  (R 304.8 IMM) 

In the Shadow of the Tower: Friends University: the First 100 Years.  (R 378.781 NEL) 

Indian War Sites: a Guidebook to Battlefields, Monuments, and Memorials, State by State with Canada and Mexi-
co.  (R 970.004 RAJ) 

Indianapolis, the Premiere Edition.  (R 977.252 IND) 

Jasper County, Missouri Marriage Records, 1841-1854.  (R 977.872 SEL) 
Jefferson County, Missouri Marriage records, 1821-1869.  (R 977.867 SEL) 

Jewish Roots in Ukraine and Moldova: Pages from the Past and Archival Inventories.  (R 929.3 WEI) 

Johnson County, Missouri Marriage Records, 1835-1871.  (R 977.8455 SEL) 
Joplin 5:41: When a Monster Storm Shattered a Missouri Town But Didn't Break Its Spirit.  (R 977.872 JOP) 

Just do it Jessie's way!: a Story of a Parcel of Land on the Shores of Green Lake, Wisconsin, Focusing on Victor 

and Jessie Lawson who Built their Magnificent Estate Called Lone Tree Farm.  (R 977.559 KLE) 

Kansas State University, Royal Purple Yearbook.  (R 378.781 KAN 1949) 
Lafayette County, Missouri Marriage Records, 1821-1850.  (R 977.8453 LAF) 

Wichita Public Library Acquisitions Genealogy Collection (cont)  
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Larry Steckline: a Half-century as the Voice of Kansas Agriculture.  (R 978.1861 STO) 
Legal Executions in Nebraska, Kansas, and Oklahoma Including the Indian Territory.  (R 364.66 WIL) 

Lewis and Clark Among the Nez Perce: Strangers in the Land of the Nimiipuu.  (R 917.8 PIN) 

Lewis Co., Mo., La Belle, MO, Coder Funeral Home Records, 1898-1935.  (R 977.8345 LEW) 

Lincoln County, Missouri Marriage Records, 1825-1859.  (R 977.837 SEL) 
Linn County, Missouri Marriage Records, 1842-1856.  (R 977.824 SEL) 

Lost blood:  An Eyewitness Account of the Sabra and Shatila Massacre.  (R 956.92 ABR) 

Lynchings in Kansas, 1850s-1932.  (R 364.134 FRA) 
Macon County, Missouri Marriages, Book A, 1837-1854; Book B, 1854-July 1856.  (R 977.827 MAC) 

Macon Co. Mo. St. Mary's Catholic Cemetery, Macon, Mo.  (R 977.827 MAC) 

Monroe County, Mo., Wilson Funeral Records 1888-1940.  (R 977.8325 MON) 
Marion County, Missouri: Wills & Admin Book A, 1827-1837, Will & Admin Book B, 1837-1848.  (R 977.8353 MAR) 

Marion County, Missouri, Wills & Admin. Book C, 1848-1863.  (R 977.8353 MAR) 

Marymount College of Kansas: a History.  (R 378.781 ACK) 

Mead Junior High School, School Directory.  (R 373.781 MEA 1972-1973) 
Meeting House on the Square: an Historical Sketch of the First Presbyterian Church of Carlisle, Pennsylvania.  (R 

974.843 THO) 

Merchants of Independence: International Trade on the Santa Fe Trail, 1827-1860.  (R 382.09 OBR) 
Mexican Frontier, 1821-1846: the American Southwest Under Mexico.  (R 979 WEB) 

Mexican War Index for Missouri Militia Muster Records: 8981 Records.  (R 973.62 WEA) 

Mexican War: The Missouri Volunteers of the 1st & 2nd Regiment &Their Attached Units. (R 973.62 WEA Vol. 1-2) 
Missouri Ruralist Directory, Marion and Ralls Counties, Missouri.  (R 977.835 MIS) 

Missouri the Gateway for Migration, 1850 Callaway County.  (R 977.8335 ING) 

Missouri the Gateway for Migration, 1850 Camden County.  (R 977.854 ING) 

Missouri the Gateway for Migration, 1850 Carroll County.  (R 977.8225 ING) 
Missouri the Gateway for Migration, 1850 Cass County.  (R 977.842 ING) 

Missouri the Gateway for Migration, 1850 Chariton County.  (R 977.825 ING) 

Missouri the Gateway for Migration, 1850 Harrison County.  (R 977.817 ING) 
Missouri the Gateway for Migration, 1850 Henry County.  (R 977.8462 ING) 

Missouri the Gateway for Migration, 1850 Hickory County.  (R 977.8496 ING) 

Missouri the Gateway for Migration, 1850 Holt County.  (R 977.8115 ING) 

Missouri the Gateway for Migration, 1850 Howard County.  (R 977.8285 ING) 
Missouri the Gateway for Migration, 1850 Jasper County.  (R 977.872 ING) 

Missouri the Gateway for Migration, 1850 Johnson County.  (R 977.8455 ING) 

Missouri the Gateway for Migration, 1850 Knox County.  (R 977.8315 ING) 
Missouri the Gateway for Migration, 1850 Laclede County.  (R 977.8815 ING) 

Missouri the Gateway for Migration, 1850 Lawrence County.  (R 977.875 ING) 

Missouri the Gateway for Migration, 1850 Lewis County.  (R 977.8345 ING) 
Missourians in the Civil War: (transcribed from Missouri newspapers).  (R 973.7478 WEA V. 11-25) 

Monroe County, Mo., Agnew Funeral Records Index, 1888-1930.  (R 977.8325 MON) 

Morgan County, Missouri Marriage Records, 1833-1875.  (R 977.853 MOR) 

Mormon & Iowa Wars (September 1838 to December 1839): Index for Missouri Militia Muster Records (8279 mi-
litia names).  (R 973.7478 WEA V.1) 

Mortality Schedule of the Territory of Kansas, 1860: June 1, 1859 to May 31, 1860.  (R 978.1 FRA) 

Munson Primary School Yearbook.  (R 373.781 MUN 1999) 
Native Americans and the Legacy of Harry S. Truman.  (R 323.119 NAT) 

Nebraska Quilts & Quiltmakers.  (R 746.97 NEB) 

Northwest High School Yearbook.  (R 378.781 NOR 1988) 
Notes on One of the Early Ballard Families of Kentucky: Including the Ballard Massacre.  (R 929.2 BALLARD) 

Oakland Co., Mi. Tax Assessment Rolls, Avon Township 1836-1850, 1886.  (R 977.438 CIE) 

Oakland County, Michigan, Avon Township: Deaths 1906-1950, Births 1910-1917.  (R 977.438 CIE) 

Ohio Land Grants.  (R 977.1 OHI) 
Oklahoma, a Land and Its People: Early Views and History in Picture Postcards.  (R 976.6 SMITH J) 
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Oklahoma City University Alumni Directory.  (R 378.7 OKL 1995) 
Old First Dutch Reformed Church of Brooklyn, New York: First Book of Records, 1660-1752.  (R 974.7 OLD) 

Omitted Chapters from Hotten's Original Lists of Persons of Quality and Others who Went from Great Britain to the 

American plantations, 1600-1700: Census Returns, Parish Registers, and Militia Rolls from the Barbados Census of 

1679/80.  (R 973 OMI) 
Osage and Settler: Reconstructing Shared History Through an Oklahoma Family Archive.  (R 976.6 HES) 

Parnassus.  (R 378.781 PAR 1929, 1935, 1973) 

Patriotic Treason: John Brown and the Soul of America.  (R 973.711 CAR) 
Patton Tiger Yearbook.  (R 378.781 PAT 1962, 1963, & 1964) 

Picture Postcard History of New York's Broome County Area.  (R 974.775 PIC) 

Pike County, Missouri Marriage Records, 1818-1851.  (R 977.836 SEL) 
Place Called Jackson Hole: the Historic Resource Study of Grand Teton National Park.  (R 978.755 DAU) 

Prairie Farmer's Home and County Directory of Iowa County, Wisconsin.  (R 977.578 PRA) 

Railroad Empire Across the Heartland: Rephotographing Alexander Gardner's Westward Journey.  (R 978.02 SHE) 

Ralls County, Missouri:  Deaths Reported.  (R 977.8355 WEA V.1) 
Randolph County, Missouri Marriage Records, 1829-1859.  (R 977.8283 SEL) 

Random Ramblings, 1921-1970: Brief Excerpts from the Camp Brochures and Camp Newspapers Over the Past Fif-

ty Years.  (R 978.868 RAN) 
Ray County, Missouri: Deaths Reported.  (R 977.819 WEA V.1) 

Rebel War Clerk's Diary at the Confederate States Capital.  (R 973.782 JON V.1) 

Rhorea...Yearbook.  (R 373.781 RHO 1953) 
Richardson Light Guard of Wakefield, Massachusetts: a Town Militia in War and Peace, 1851-1975.  (R 973.7444 STE) 

River was Dyed with Blood: Nathan Bedford Forrest and Fort Pillow.  (R 973.7415 WIL) 

Roman Empire and its Germanic Peoples.  (R 937 WOL) 

Rush County, Kansas: a Century in Story & Pictures.  (R 978.148 RUS & Index) 
St. Anne Church: 50 Years of History, 1955-2005.  (R 978.1861 SAINT A) 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church : [pictorial directory].  (R 978.1861 SAINT E 2002) 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School Yearbook.  (R 373.781 SAINT E 2000-2003, 2007-2008) 
Santa Maria Valley Genealogical Society Quarterly.  (R 979.4 SAN 1975-2001) 

Satchel Paige and Company: Essays on the Kansas City Monarchs.  (R 796.357 SAT) 

Scottish Clans and Their Tartans: with Ninety-six Color Plates.  (R 929.72 SCO) 

Seward County Community Junior College Trumpeteer.  (R 378.781 TRU 1970) 
Soldiers in the Army of Freedom: the 1st Kansas Colored.  (R 973.7415 SPU) 

Somewhere in Time: the Kansas Territory, 1854-1861.  (R 978.1 MAR) 

South Pass: Gateway to a Continent.  (R 978.763 BAG) 
Standard Atlas of Allen County, Indiana: Including a Plat Book.  (R 911.77274 STA) 

Stephensophia ...Yearbook.  (R 373.781 STE 1929 & 1930) 

Sunflower: Shamrock Yearbook.  (R 378.781 SUN 1931) 
Tempest Yearbook.  (R 373.781 TEM 1971, 1972, 1973) 

Texas Cowboy's Journal: Up the Trail to Kansas in 1868.  (R 976.4 BAI) 

Texas Revolution and the U.S.-Mexican War: a Concise History.  (R 976.4 CAL) 

Tom Horn in Life and Legend.  (R 979 BAL) 
Troubled State: Civil War Journals of Franklin Archibald Dick.  (R 973.7478 DIC) 

Valley Leaves:  Tennessee Valley Genealogical Society.  (R 976.1 VAL 1995-2010)  

Valor: a Gathering of Eagles:  117 Medal of Honor Recipients.  (R 355.134 COY) 
Vast Amount of Trouble: a History of the Spring Creek Raid.  (R 345.0252 DAV) 

Vermont Marriages:  Montpelier, Burlington, Berlin.  (R 974.3 VER V.1) 

Victorian America: a Family Record from the Heartland [Machette family].  (R 977.8335 GRA) 
Virginians at Home: Family Life in the Eighteenth Century.  (R 917.55 MOR) 

Voices of the Heart: Asian American Women on Immigration, Work, and Family.  (R 305.48 LIN) 

Walking the Choctaw Road.  (R 398.2 TIN) 

Waters of Discord: the Union Blockade of Texas During the Civil War.  (R 973.75 UND) 
Watkins Mill: the Factory on the Farm.  (R 977.816 POT) 
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Wulfmeyer Genealogy Center is located on the lower level of the Wichita Public Library 

223 S Main St, Wichita KS 67202 

www.wichita.lib.ks.us 

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES @ WICHITA PUBLIC LIBRARY 
ALL CLASSES ARE HELD AT THE CENTRAL LIBFRARY—223 S MAIN / WICHITA 

 

BIG READ:  Tracing Your Immigrant Ancestors / Thursday, October 29, 2:00—3:30 pm 

Your genealogy search doesn’t need to stop at the border. Learn how to track down family from far away. 

Michelle Enke, Manager of the Genealogy & Special Collections Center, provides tips and sources to 

locate your immigrant ancestor. 

 

Family Search Tips / Thursday, November 12, 2:00—3:30pm 

Did you know that FamilySearch.org offers genealogy information comparable to Ancestry, but for free? 

Michelle Enke, the manager of the Genealogy & Special Collections Center, will provide an overview 

of the website and its databases, along with tips to improve your search results. 

 

Beginning Genealogy Resources / Thursday, December 10, 2:00—3:30pm 

There are thousands of genealogy sources, but where to begin your search? Michelle Enke, the manager 

of the Genealogy & Special Collections Center, will provide an introduction to databases and websites 

to start your search. 

Weiser Families in America: Prepared for the Three-hundredth Anniversary of the Birth of John Conrad Weiser 
(1696-1760).  (R 929.2 WEISER Vol. 1-2) 

When Money Grew on Trees: A.B. Hammond and the Age of the Timber Baron.  (R 338.17 GOR) 

When the Railroad Leaves Town: American Communities in the Age of Rail Line Abandonment:  Eastern United 

States / Western United States.  (R 385.09 SCH V. 1-2) 
Wichita High School East Yearbook.  (R 378.781 WIC 1953 & 1954) 

Wichita High School the Messenger Yearbook.  (R 378.781 WIC 1975) 

William Hinshaw Index to Kansas Quaker Meeting Records: Monthly Meetings.  (R 978.1 WIL Vol. 1-4) 

Join nineteen year old Nayeli on her journey north and 

south of the border to protect her home in Urrea’s 

skillfully crafted novel that “transcends the ‘us against 

them’ discourse of immigration and writes with com-

passion, complexity, and humor about the people and 

places caught up in the border wars.” 

 

For more information visit  

www.wichita.lib.ks.us 

www.bigreadwichita.org 

Wichita Public Library Acquisitions Genealogy Collection (cont)  
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The board of the Wichita Genealogical Society 
meets on the Second Monday of each month at 

6:00pm in the board room of the main 

Wichita Public Library 

 The public is welcome to attend 

WGS Interest Group FOR MEMBERS ONLY 
First Monday of Each Month 

6:00—7:30pm at the Westlink Public Library 
(8515 Bekemeyer—Wichita)   All genealogy topics welcome  

see inside cover for more details 

on becoming a member of WGS 

Did you know that WGS keeps scrapbooks 

of notable events & persons of genealogical 

interest over the years?  Scrapbooks may be 

viewed at the Wulfmeyer Genealogy Center of 

the main Wichita Public Library 
 

If you would like to view scrapbooks, please ask 

at the Wulfmeyer Genealogy Center desk. 

Watch for information on classes 
Alford Public Library 

3447 S Meridian / Wichita KS 
 

Contact Mary Hursey to sign up 

wgsclasses@hotmail.com 
 

For more information go to 

http://www.wichitagensoc.org 

Wichita Genealogical Society 

2015 Lectures 
Presented by Virginia Downing 

Alford Public Library / 3447 S Meridian/ Wichita, KS 
All regular monthly/ quarterly meetings begin at 1:00pm 

Free and Open to the Public 
 

OCTOBER 10, 2015—Annual WGS Conference 
           (2nd Saturday) 

 “Opening Up To New Discoveries” 
 Presented by Diane C. Loosle & Michelle Enke 

Eugene M. Hughes Metropolitan Complex 

5015 E 29th street N / Wichita, Kansas 
 

NOVEMBER 21, 2015—Quarterly Meeting 

 “Seagoing Cowboys” 
 Presented by Don Zook 

 (see page 6 for full details) 
 

DECEMBER 2015— No Meeting 
 

JANUARY 2016— “Researching Your Female Ancestor:  

Women and the Law” 

"Identities of women who lived prior to the twentieth century are 
often very tangled in those of their husbands, both by law and by 

custom. In many places, women were not allowed to own real 

estate in their name, to sign legal documents, or to participate in 
government. Men paid the taxes, participated in the military and 

left wills. Men were also the ones whose surname was carried 

into the next generation by the children.  As a result, female an-

cestors names are often omitted from family histories and geneal-
ogies—listed with only a first name and approximate dates for 

birth and death." 

  

FEBRUARY 20, 2016—Quarterly Meeting 

 “Topeka’s Greatest Trial” 
 Presented by D. W. Carter 

 (see page 6 for full details) 

"Those who forget their past 

are destined to repeat it." 

-- Robert A. Heinlein 
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Surnames 
The Wichita Public Library Acquisitions (pp 20—25)  

are not included in this index 

Carter 6  Obee 11 

Clark 8  Phillips 10 

Douglass 14  Sandridge 8 

Downing 26  Schroll 7 

Earhart 16  Sears 19 

Enke 20, 26  Steen 7 

King 10, 13  Urrea 25 

Loosle 26  Widener 16 

McCandless 7  Wiley 8 

Mather 14  Young 10 

Morgan 8  Zook 6, 26 

Want to introduce your kids 

to genealogy? 

 

Check out this website for 

more fun activities 

 

family tree kids 

kids.familytreemagazine.com 
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